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UNCLAS STATE 050509 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR 

SUBJECT: US HEROIN MARKET 
REFERENCE: STATE 49361; GENEVA 1642 

1. DEA STUDY ON US HEROIN MARKET RECENTLY DECLASSIFIED AND 
IN PROCESS DISTRIBUTION. WE ARE TRYING TO ENSURE COPY 
REACHES YOU PROMPTLY BUT IN VIEW YOUR URGENT REQUIREMENT 
FOLLOWING ARE KEY PASSAGES WHICH MAY BE USEFUL. 

2. STUDY BASED ON ANALYSIS OF HEROIN RECORDS CONTAINED IN 
DEA LABORATORY AND COLLATERAL INTELLIGENCE. MORE THAN 
12,000 RECORDS ANALYZED. CHANGES BETWEEN JULY 71 AND JUNE 
73 ARE COVER ED. PURITY AND COLOR OF HEROIN WERE ANALYZED 
BY REGIONS IN US. TECHNIQUE HAS BEEN DEVELOPED TO IDENTIFY 
FOREIGN SOURCES OF HEROIN BASED ON IDENTIFICATION OF 
SECONDARY DRUGS THAT ARE EITHER INTRODUCED DURING FOREIGN 
PROCESSING OF MORPHINE BASE OR MIXED WITH HEROIN PRIOR TO 
ENTRY INTO US. FIVE CATEGORIES OF HEROIN IN ASSOCIATION 
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FOREIGN SOURCES. OF THESE WHITE HEROIN UP TO 99 PERCENT 
PURE TRACEABLE PRIMARILY TO EUROPE. 

3. AFTER JULY 1972 A SHARP CHANGE WAS NOTED IN RETAIL 
HEROIN AVAILABILITY IN EASTERN US. THERE WAS THREE- 
FOLD INCREASE IN PRICE PER PURE MILLIGRAM RESULTING 

PRIMARILY FROM A DECLINE IN PURITY BY A FACTOR OF 2 1/2. 

COLOR IN EASTERN REGION REMAINED PREDOMINANTLY WHITE. 
THERE WAS DECLINE IN NARCOTICS-RELATED DEATHS OCCURRING 
IN MANY EASTERN COAST CITIES DURING PERIOD OF SHORTAGE. 
INTELLIGENCE FROM BOTH NEW YORK AND EUROPE INDICATED 
DECREASING EUROPEAN SUPPLIES REACHING US AND SHORTAGE 
MORPHINE BASE IN EUROPE. DURING FIRST HALF 1972 SUB- 
STANTIAL INCREASE IN BROWN HEROIN NOTED IN MID- WEST 
AND RISE FROM 0 TO 20 PERCENT RECORDED IN EAST. BY 
MID- 1973 VIRTUALLY ALL PURCHASES IN WEST, SOUTHWEST AND 
MID-WEST WERE BROWN HEROIN INDICATING VERY SHARP SHIFT 
IN SOURCE AND DISTRIBUTION PATTERN. MEXICO IS PRIMARILY 
COUNTRY ASSOCIATED WITH BROWN HEROIN THOUGH SOME OTHERS 
PRODUCE IDENTIFIABLY DIFFERENT BROWN PRODUCT. IN VERY 
FEW INSTANCES THERE WERE REPORTS THAT WHITE HEROIN HAD 
BEEN DYED OR MIXED BROWN. 

4. REPORT MAKES NO EFFORT IDENTIFY SOURCES OF RAW 
MATERIAL USED IN REFINING HEROIN. KISSINGER 
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Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: HEROIN, DRUG CONTROL, DRUG ABUSE 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 13 MAR 1974 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974STATE050509 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: RHMUNN:SCT 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: STATE 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740346/aaaabqwn.tel 

Line Count: 87 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ORIGIN SNM 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: STATE 49361 ; GENEVA 1642 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: shawdg 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 31 JUL 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <31 JUL 2002 by elbezefj>; APPROVED <10 DEC 2002 by shawdg> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 

Secure: OPEN 

Status: NATIVE 

Subject: US HEROIN MARKET 

TAGS: SNAR, US 

To: GENEVA 

Type: TE 
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